[Setting priorities for environmental protection from asbestos: ethical aspects].
The allocation of resources destined for environmental rehabilitation of areas contaminated by asbestos requires scientific, political, economical and ethical evaluation. Ethically relevant issues reviewed in this paper include: identification of the populations most expected to benefit from the intervention, risk assessment, effectiveness of different technical approaches, as well as a comparison between populations of current socio-economic standards, level of legal assistance and access to both information and participation in the decision making process. A relevant ethical criterion is minimizing inequalities within and between communities.